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Michelle Bitting working the counter at Bittingɀs. Five generations 

of the family have worked at the restaurant since 1967.  

New Member Introduct ions 
Please join us in welcoming AugustɀÚɯÕÌÞɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚ 

Beilerɀs Pretzels  |  Ickesburg 

Bittingɀs, Inc.  |  Newport 

Comcast  |  Marysville 

Highspire Truck and Auto Repair  |  Steelton 

Kitner Brothers, Inc.  |  Shermans Dale 

Perry County Literacy Council  |  Newport 

PNC Bank  |  Newport 

A Magical Evening with John Westford  
3ÏÌɯ"ÏÈÔÉÌÙɀÚɯ×ÙÌÔÐÌÙɯfundraising event for 2010 

Please join us for what promises to be a magical 

September evening. On Saturday, September 18th, at 

7:00 PM at the Carlisle Theatre, International Illusionist 

John Westford will perform his critically-acclaimed act 

of comedy and magic.  

Tickets are $25/general, $15/children (12 and under) 

and $35/VIP. Tickets are available by phone at 717-582-

4523 or at the following locations:  

1. Chamber office  |  Square of New Bloomfield 

2. Orrstown Bank  |  Red Hill Office, Newport 

3. Hearts Design at Needful Things  |  Rt. 34, Shermans Dale 

Help sell tickets! Please? Hang a poster. Forward an 

email. Tell your friends. Talk to your family. Find us 

on Facebook. Or lÐÚÛÌÕɯÍÖÙɯ)ÖÏÕɯ6ÌÚÛÍÖÙËɀÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÝÐÌÞɯ

on 98.9 FM WQLV The Pulse of Central PA.  

Your effort will help us get the word out. Getting the 

word out sells tickets. A smash success ÔÌÈÕÚɯÞÌɀÓÓɯ

provide more and better services to Chamber 

members. Now is the time to support your Chamber!  

 
Illusionist John Westford set to perform on September 18th.  

Perry Prosperity 
the Chamberõs monthly newsletter 

Perry County é a great place to live, work and prosper 

Perry County Chamber of Commerce  |  9 West Main Street  |  New Bloomfield, PA  17068 



Chamber Continues Steady Growth  
Expects to hit 200 members in September 

 

'ÌÙÌɀÚɯour membership broken down by town:  

 

 

Shermans Creek Bridge Closed  
Rt. 233 bridge under construction until May 2011 

PennDOT Engineering District 8 has announced the 

scheduled closure Aug. 30 of the Route 233 bridge over 

Shermans Creek near Landisburg Borough in Tyrone 

Township, Perry County. This section of Route 233 

averages 1,421 vehicles traveled daily. 

The $2,918,000 contract was awarded to Clearwater 

Construction, Inc. of Mercer, Mercer County. It 

includes project design and construction of the Route 

233 and Route 74 bridges over Shermans Creek in 

Perry County, demolition of the existing bridge 

superstructure, construction of a new bridge deck, 

substructure repairs, roadway approach construction, 

guiderail installation and new traffic lines. 

The Route 233 bridge in Tyrone Township will be 

under construction from Aug. 30 through May 2011. 

The Route 74/Waggoners Gap Road bridge in Spring 

Township will be under construction in 2011. 

Motorists should expect a detour around the Rt. 233 

bridge by way of Lightner Road, Weavers Road and 

Route 850. The existing four-span, steel I-beam bridge 

was built in 1939 and is classified as structurally 

deficient.  

-ADAPTED FROM PENNDOT NEWS RELEASE 

Finger On the Pulse  
Meet the man behind 98.9 FM WQLV 

Ric Cooper is the general manager of 98.9 FM WQLV. 

He started in the radio business 30 years ago as a disc 

jockey in Fredericktown, MO. A lot has changed since 

then, he says, with new technologies for pretty much 

every function except the telephone.  

In 2006, Ric and his wife, Vickie, and their son, J. D., 

purchased WQLV. They have made changes to the 

station in their four years there.  

+ÈÚÛɯ ÔÖÕÛÏȮɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÌßÈÔ×ÓÌȮɯ ÛÏÌàɯ ÈËÑÜÚÛÌËɯ 60+5ɀÚɯ

programming. Feedback from surveys and a Seattle 

consultant suggested that an up-tempo, adult 

contemporary format was more in line with listener 

interest. Accordingly, they switched the ÚÛÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ

tagline from Love 99 to The Pulse of Central PA.  

Also, Ric moved a staff member into full-time local 

news, reflecting listener interest.  

The business of managing a radio station seems like 

hard work: Ric is on call every minute of the year. But 

ÐÛɀÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÎÙÈÛÐÍàÐÕÎȮɯÏÌɯÚÈàÚȭɯɁ(ɯÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÔÌÌÛɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯ

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÕËɯÉÌɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɯÞÌɯÚÌÙÝÌȭɂ  
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Ric Cooper, 

Owner and General Manager  

of 98.9 FM WQLV. 
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Testimonial  

6Ïàɯ(ɀÔɯÈɯ"ÏÈÔÉÌÙɯÔÌÔÉÌÙȱ 

ɁThe Perry County Council of the Arts (PCCA) 

originally joined the Chamber because Jamie Brownɭ

thÌɯ"ÏÈÔÉÌÙɀÚɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɭsat on our Board. Since that 

time, we have built significant relationships with local 

businesspeople; and they ÏÈÝÌɯ ÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÌËɯ /"" ɀÚɯ

contribution to the quality of life in the region. Our 

events and exhibits enrich their lives and those of their 

employees. In turn, they are generous with time and 

treasure, and they have opened many doors for us, 

helping us build community through the Arts.ɂɯ 

-ROGER SMITH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PCCA 

 
Chamber Directors Frank Campbell and Brenda Watson speak with 

Tom Corbett, Republican candidate for governor at the Perry 

County Fair. (P. D. Comolli photo) 

Employer Tax Benefits  
New incentives for hiring unemployed workers 

Two new tax benefits are now available to employers 

hiring unemployed or part-time workers. These 

provisions are part of the Hiring Incentives to Restore 

Employment (HIRE) Act.  

Businesses who hire unemployed workers this yearɭ

between Feb. 3, 2010 and Jan. 1, 2011ɭmay qualify for 

a 6.2% payroll tax incentive. In addition, for each 

worker retained for at least a year, businesses may 

claim an additional general business tax credit, up to 

$1,000 per worker, when they file their 2011 income tax 

returns. 

These two benefits are especially helpful to employers 

who are adding positions to their payrolls. New hires 

filling existing positions qualify but only if the workers 

they are replacing left voluntarily or for cause. Family 

members and other relatives do not qualify. 

Businesses, agricultural employers, tax-exempt 

organizations and public colleges and universities all 

qualify to claim the payroll tax benefit for eligible 

newly-hired employees. Household employers cannot 

claim this new tax benefit. 

Employers claim the payroll tax benefit on the federal 

employment tax return they file with the IRS. Eligible 

employers will be able to claim the new tax incentive 

on their revised employment tax form for the second 

quarter of 2010. Revised forms and further details on 

these new tax provisions will be posted on IRS.gov.  

-ADAPTED FROM IRS.GOV 

Health Care Tax Credit  
Helps business-owners afford employee health care  

The recent health reform legislation included the Small 

Business Health Care Tax Credit. This credit helps small 

businesses and non-profits afford the cost of covering 

their workers.  

Effective immediately, the tax credit covers up to 35 

percent of the premiums a small business pays to cover 

its workers. In 2014, this rate increases to 50 percent. 

Qualifying firms must have less than the equivalent of 

25 full-time workers, pay average annual wages below 

$50,000, and cover at least 50 percent of the cost of 

health care coverage for their workers. Firms can claim 

the credit for up to six years: 2010 through 2013 and 

any two years after that. 

Tax-exempt organizations are eligible for a 25 percent 

tax credit in 2010. In 2014, this rate increases to 35%. 

To avoid an incentive to choose a high-cost plan, an 

ÌÔ×ÓÖàÌÙɀÚɯ ÌÓÐÎÐÉÓÌɯ ÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÚɯ ÓÐÔÐÛÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ

average cost of health insurance in that state. For more 

information please visit IRS.gov.  

-ADAPTED FROM WHITEHOUSE.GOV  
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CURRENT RESIDENT  OR: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

             

Maverick Homes offers flexibility, honesty, exceptional 

quality and great pricing. Shermans Dale. (Sponsor.) 

 
 

 

 

 
News, sports, weather, community calendar, closings and 

cancellations. Millersburg. (Sponsor.) 

 
 

 

 

PCCC Board of Directors  
The Chamberɀs all-volunteer governing body meets monthly 
 

William Benner, Logan Bower, Frank Campbell, Audra 

Hunter, Sam Lowe, Daniel McGuire, David McMillen, 

Bob Peiffer, Peg Raub, Mary Sherman, Ann Simonetti, 

Matthew Smith, Karen Smyth, Richard Steffy and 

Brenda Watson.  

Mission  
The guiding principle of the PCCC 
 

To serve as an advocate for new and existing 

businesses in the county, while providing member 

benefits designed to promote, inform, and enhance our 

local and regional economies.  

Perry County Chamber of Commerce 

9 West Main Street 

New Bloomfield, PA 17068 

BULK PERMIT 
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NEW 
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Have a photo? A story? 717-582-4523 or info@perrycountychamber.org 


